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Overall Approach

• Guided by the Benchmarks Task Force
• Build on the previous assessment of the 

1990s 
• Focus on 2000-2005 change, particularly 

during 2005
• Assess whether our region achieved 

absolute improvements 
• Assess how our region performed relative 

to other large metropolitan regions
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2006 Report Issue Areas

1. Population
2. The Economy
3. Housing
4. Transportation
5. The Environment
6. Education
7. Safety 

Southern California Association of Governments
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

1. Population experienced slower growth partly 
due to increased domestic outmigration.  
Continued the demographic transformation 
processes.

2. Achieved the lowest unemployment rate since 
1988, however, income growth was generally at 
a slower pace.  Continue to experience high 
levels of poverty.   

3. Homeownership rates increased 2 percentage 
points since 2000.  Experienced record high 
housing prices and record low housing 
affordability.

Southern California Association of Governments

Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

4.   Increase in carpooling share of commuting 
reversing the recent trend of decline, though 
still well below the 2000 level.  Peak period 
congestion appeared to stabilize particularly in 
Los Angeles/Orange counties.

5. Some improvements in air quality particularly in 
PM10 and PM2.5.  Mixed performance in Ozone.

6. Continued reliance on fossil fuels largely 
through imports. Growing significance of the 
energy demand and use implications for the 
future of Southern California and the entire 
globe.
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

7.  Some improvements in educational 
attainment but remained last among 
major metros.  

8.  Continuing decline in violent crime rates. 
However, there were slight increases in 
juvenile and hate crimes contrary to 
recent trends.

Southern California Association of Governments

Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

1. After reaching its highest annual 
growth in 2001 since 1990, population 
in the region experienced slower 
growth partly due to increased 
domestic outmigration.  Continued the 
demographic transformation 
processes.
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Population Growth vs. Net Domestic Migration
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Demographic Transformation Continued :
- Increasing share of Hispanics and Asians.
- Decreasing share of the new immigrants 

and increasing share of settled immigrants.
- Growing share of the immigrants’ second 

generation.
- Continued aging of the population.
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Population by Race and Ethnicity
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Share of New Immigrant Population 
in California
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

2.  Achieved record low unemployment rate 
since 1988, however, income growth was 
generally at a much slower pace.  Poverty 
rate remained higher than the national 
level.  

Southern California Association of Governments

Employment Change
(Annual Average)
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Employment Change by Selected Sectors
(2004-2005)
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Unemployment Rate
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Real Average Payroll per Job
- Declined by 1.6 percent in 2005 
after increasing by 1.7 percent in 
2004

Southern California Association of Governments

Real Personal Income Per Capita
(2004 Dollars) 
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Growth of Real Personal Income Per Capita
(Annual Average)
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Per Capita Income by Metropolitan Region 
2004
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Real median household income
- Declined slightly in 2005 by 
0.5% to reach $52,069 while 
remaining the same at the 
national level  

Southern California Association of Governments

Poverty rates
- At 14 %, little change from 2004
- Remained higher than the state 
(13.3%) and the national 
averages (12.6%)
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

3. High level of housing permit activities in 
2005 though slightly lower than in 2004. 
Homeownership rates increased 2 
percentage points since 2000.  
Experienced record high housing prices 
and record low housing affordability.

Southern California Association of Governments
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Population Increase vs. Building Permits 
1985-2005 (Annual Average)
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Residential Building Permits by Housing Types, 
2005
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Homeownership Rates
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Average Mortgage Rate
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 Median Home Price 
(Existing Single-Family Homes in Current Dollars)
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Housing Affordability
(Percent of Households Who Can Afford to Purchase a Median-Priced Home)
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

4.  Increase in carpooling share of 
commuting reversing the recent trend of 
decline, though still below the 2000 level.  
Peak period congestion appeared to 
stabilize particularly in Los 
Angeles/Orange counties.

Southern California Association of Governments

 California Gasoline Prices per Gallon, 1970-2005
(Annual Average)
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Mode Choice to Work
(Workers 16 Years and Over)
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Mode Choice to Work- Drive Alone and Carpool
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Average travel time to work
- At 29 minutes, almost the same as in 

2004
- Slight decreases in Los Angeles and 

Orange counties while continuing to 
increase in the Inland Empire

Southern California Association of Governments

Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT)
(Change from the Previous Year)
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Freeway Congestion Level, 2004-2005
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Gasoline Price Thresholds Affecting Mode Choice
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Highway Accident Fatalities
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

5.  Some improvements in air quality 
particularly in PM10 and PM2.5.  Mixed 
performance in Ozone with the number 
of days of health advisory increased in 
2005 in the South Coast Air Basin. 

Southern California Association of Governments
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Ozone Pollution in Non-attainment Air Basins
(Number of Days Exceeding Federal Eight-Hour Standard)
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PM10 in Non-attainment Air Basins
(Percent of Federal Annual Average Standard*)
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PM2.5 Pollution in the South Coast Air Basin 
(Annual Average Concentration*)

28.2

31.1

27.5

24.9

22.1
21

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

ug
/m

3

* Federal annual average standard for PM2.5 is 15 ug/m3

Source: South Coast Air Quality Management District

Southern California Association of Governments

Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

6.  Continuing reliance on fossil fuels largely 
through imports.  Growing significance of 
the energy demand and use implications 
for the future of Southern California and 
the entire globe.
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California Energy Consumption Estimates by 
Source 
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California's Major Sources of Energy, 2005
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Average Household Expenditure on Gasoline
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NOx Emissions by Air Basin and Source, 2005 

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

South Coast Majave Desert* Salton Sea Ventura County SCAG Region

Areawide Sources

Stationary Sources

Other Mobile Sources

On-Road Mobile Sources

* Excluding areas within Kern County that is outside the SCAG region
Source: California Air Resources Board

957                     140                     55                      48                       1200 
tons/day            tons/day            tons/day            tons/day            tons/day

(South Central Coast)



2626

Southern California Association of Governments

California Composition of Gross Climate 
Change Pollutants, 2002
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California Climate Change Emission Baseline
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

7.  Some improvements in educational 
attainment but remained last among 
major metros.  

Southern California Association of Governments

Math Test Scores for 7th Grade 
(National Percentile Rank of Average Student Score)
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Dropout Rates in Public High Schools
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Dropout Rates by Race/Ethnicity in 
Public High Schools, 2004-2005
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High School Graduates Completing Courses 
Required for UC or CSU Entrance 
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Educational Attainment by Metropolitan 
Region (Bachelor's Degree or Higher*)
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Highlights of FindingsHighlights of Findings

8.  Continuing decline in violent crime rates. 
However, there were slight increases in 
juvenile and hate crimes contrary to 
recent trends.

Southern California Association of Governments

Violent  Cr im es
(Per  100,000 Pop ulat ion )
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Juvenile Felony Arrests
(Per 100,000 Population Aged 10-17)
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Hate Crime Activities
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Only by working together 
toward a shared vision can the 
SCAG region successfully run 

the competitive race for a 
better tomorrow.

Southern California Association of Governments

End of Presentation  

Thank You!
Questions?
Comments?


